Name: Cooper Brown

Grade: 6

School: Thompson Brook School
5t Congressional District

Bombed, Battered, Bruised.
But Not Broken

Bombed, battered and bruised he stood, but broken he was not. With wise words of inspiration to
change, King said, “I have decided to stick with love. Hate is too great of a burden to bear.” He
was right. The burden of hate almost broke our bombed, battered, and bruised nation. Our bruise,
the hate inflicted on this country, has turned into a scar forever marking our history.

Dr. King had a dream of hope, a dream of change. He inspired people of color to take action, he
inspired me. Even from Birmingham jail he tried to inspire action. He inspires me to chase my
dreams everyday despite challenges.

I dream of going to Yale, to become a public servant following in the footsteps of King. My
dreams aren't for myself, but for others. As a politician, I want to fight for equality and uplift
people who are struggling. That's why Dr. King’s mission has deep meaning to me, a kid trying
to make a difference. At 9, I became student council president at my elementary school, learning
of my election the same day President Biden learned about his.

A year earlier during COVID lockdown, I started my own mission. As a biracial American I
wanted to give back to the community like MLK. The mission was to give bikes to kids who
might go their whole childhood without a bike. I partnered with a non-profit collecting bikes
around the Farmington Valley and organized giveaways in Hartford. Ironically, at the time |

didn't know how to ride a two-wheel bike myself.

I started this project to be selfless. Selfless like King, who sacrificed his life to his mission.
Working to make change is like riding a bike. Sometimes you are bruised but what matters most
is to keep pedaling forward.



